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WE ARE  



Message from  
the chair
A Fantastic and successful year
I am privileged to be Chair of Brighton Table Tennis Club.  
It has been a fantastic year with so many successes and 
highlights. 

As the theme of this report, We are Brighton Table Tennis Club, 
demonstrates, it is a vibrant and welcoming community open 
to people of all backgrounds, ages and gender. It is a truly 
special place.

I would like to thank all the coaches and volunteers for 
their hard work that makes the club so successful. Their 
efforts are much appreciated by everyone. Tim Holtam, the 
club’s director, deserves special thanks for his commitment, 
enthusiasm, energy and sheer love for the club. He is greatly 
respected by everyone. Thanks also to the many people and 
organisations that help fund the club. Their support is much 
appreciated. So too is the support and guidance of my fellow 
trustees, particularly Harry McCarney, one of the club’s 
founders, who I succeeded as Chair.

Finally, a special thank you to the Catholic Diocese of 
Arundel and Brighton for the use of the Fitzherbert’s 
Centre. Without its backing and support the club would not 
have such a brilliant facility for table tennis.

I am looking forward to the next year. The many projects 
underway will increase the participation of table tennis and 
bring together people from our community and beyond. 
These are exciting times to be involved with Brighton Table 
Tennis Club. 

While the club looks very 
different today, at heart it remains 
the same place, rooted in our 
core values of community, 
respect, solidarity and 
competition.

One of the most exciting things 
we have ever done is work in 
prisons and immigration 
detention centres. Seeing 
people learn to play table tennis, 
train as coaches, help others, 
come ‘through the gate’ and 
join the BTTC community is 
proving to be an effective way 
of reducing reoffending and 
providing a focus for many. 

A recent highpoint is moving in 
and setting up at Moulsecoomb 
Primary School – there is a 
huge potential to build a club 
there that will have a lasting 
impact on all aspects of the local 
community and provide some 
local competition to BTTC in 
Kemptown. 

I also have a great sense of pride 
in seeing people who have been 
coming to and playing at the 
club over the years, improving 

Director’s message
The timeline at the back of this annual report reflects the astonishing 
growth and impact of the club over the past twelve years

Our work in  
prisons and with 

people as they come 
through the gate  

is expanding

their game and making lifelong 
friends. In particular, the players 
who have grown up with the 
club, like Billy, Brandon, 
Charlie and Matthew. They 
have all played here for many 
years, are all coaches and are 
making a fantastic contribution 
to the club. They are the next 
generation who will help the club 
to continue and grow over the 
next decade.

In competition we have had an 
exceptional year. Our Senior 
British League First team 
finished a close second in 
the national A division - the 
highest level reached to date 
by a BTTC team. All our T21 
team members returned from 
the World Championships 
in Madeira with medals.  Our 
Junior British League girls’  
team won division two of a 
competition against the best 
players from across the UK.  
We have 11 teams in the 
Brighton League. 

We have also hosted National 
Junior and National Cadet 

League competitions at 
Sussex University for more 
than 150 players. 

The community café is open 
for lunch now every Wednesday 
in the St John the Baptist 
parish hall. All the food is 
prepared from surplus food 
which was destined for landfill. 
The project is a collaboration 
between the church, BTTC, 
Voices in Exile and The Real 
Junk Food Project Brighton.  
It is a great and sustainable way 
to make a stronger connection 
with our local community. 

As the club grows and we reach 
more and more people in the 
community I’m content that 
the values, which Harry, Wen 
Wei and I instilled in the club all 
those years ago, will remain at its 
heart as we continue to expand 
and reach even more people.

brighton table tennis club

Tony Tregear
Chair

Tim Holtom
Director

our values  
in action
RESPECT
Amine Ishaq makes the opening 
speech at the Council of 
Europe’s conference on Migrant 
Integration through Sport in 
Paris, November 2018

COMMUNITY
BTTC won an Active Sussex 
award in 2018 in recognition of 
our Integration, Innovation and 
Inspiration 

COMPETITION
Team of the Year was awarded 
to Team Santos in recognition  
of Pedro Santos, Harry Fairchild, 
Andrew Tonkin and  
Chris O’Flinn’s outstanding 
performance at the world 
championships for athletes 
with Down’s sydrome, bringing 
home  five bronze medals 
between them all

SOLIDARITY  “The table tennis sessions give 
me a positive attitude and a 
sense of achievement. With 
my table tennis coaching 
qualification, I really look 
forward to coaching visitors 
to the prison. This feels 
like it could be the start of 
something much bigger for me
Prisoner at HMP High Down  



world class
Will Bayley, Paralympic Rio 
gold medallist, plays in our 
Senior British League first team 
and practises at the club when 
he is in Brighton. Also in the 
team are Pedro Santos, Harry 
McCarney, Cedric Scrivani 
and Mark Scutts.

Supporters 
We have a new minibus 
thanks to supporters. We raised 
some of the money needed 
from a crowd-funding appeal 
and hope to raise more over the 
coming year to cover the cost 
of buying the van and help with 
ongoing running costs.

New Project 
As part of Sport England’s 
refugee integration funding 
we have expanded this project 
to work with homeless and 
vulnerably housed people in 
the city. We are now running 
weekly sessions at The Clock 
Tower Sanctuary for young 
homeless people as well as at 
First Base, plus very popular 
sessions on the outdoor tables 
by the bandstand.

Believe That
This film made by Caleb 
Yule about training and 
competing at the Sports 
Union of Down’s syndrome 
World Championships in 
Porto, played to three sell-out 
audiences at the Duke of 
York’s cinema.  Film goers 
and supporters then raised 
an incredible £5,000 to send 
the team to the next games in 
Madeira. Watch this amazing 
film on the club’s Vimeo 
channel - Vimeo.com/bttc

Top players
We have some great young 
players who are doing really 
well in the rankings and are 
certainly ones to watch.  
As of June 2019:

JUNIOR U18:  JAMAR MCGLASHAN NO87

U18 GIRLS:   JODIE MORRIS NO29

U13 BOYS:  MAX WILSON NO54

U12 BOYS:  LOUIS VAUGHAN-DRAKE NO32

U12 GIRLS:  GEORGIE HUNTER NO16

U11 BOYS:  CONNOR AUSTIN NO20

U11 GIRLS:  ISOBEL LANGRIDGE NO10 

New cluB 
Worthing Ping United first 
opened in December 2018 
and is BTTC’s first partner club. 
The club is run by David Scurr, 
Cedric Scrivani, and Naqeeb 
Saide, all former players at 
BTTC. Sessions are held at the 
Sidney Walter Community Club 
on Saturday afternoons and 
Monday evenings.

Club highlights 

Tuesday evening  
sessions at the outdoor 
tables by the bandstand  
run through the summer  

for people who are 
homeless

BTTC’s new 
mission, vision 
and values
Mission
To inspire everyone to be a 
champion, instil a lifelong love 
for table tennis and a positive 
sense of community within all 
our players

Vision
An integrated community where 
people from all backgrounds 
play table tennis together  
while breaking down barriers 
and prejudice 

Values
Community: The club has a 
strong ethos of inclusion which 
leads to a friendly, vibrant and 
diverse community	

Respect: Everyone at the club 
is expected to respect the 
feelings, wishes and rights  
of others

Solidarity: Our staff, coaches, 
volunteers and players work 
together with a sense of unity 
and common interest

Competition: We provide 
opportunities for players to 
compete at a level that is right 
for them and we enable them  
to participate in BTTC, local  
and national competitions  
as appropriate



2006 
Tim Holtam,  
Harry McCarney  
& Wen Wei Xu 
meet at Brighton 
University Table 
Tennis practice and 
start to plan a new 
community table 
tennis club

2008
September
Our first outreach 
session at Patcham 
High School and 
the beginning of 
establishing links 
into schools across 
Brighton & Hove

2007
February
Our first session is 
held at Brighton 
Youth Centre 

2011
September
The first Virtual 
School session for 
Children in Care at 
Patcham High

70 
 SESSIONS

EVERY WEEK

35 CLUB SESSIONS

35 OUTREACH  

 SESSIONS

BTTC SCHOOLS  

DELIVERY

BHASVIC

Blatchington Mill School

Brighton & Hove Pupil Referral 

Unit

Brighton & Hove’s Virtual School

Brighton Aldridge Community 

Academy (BACA)

Cardinal Newman Catholic School

Carlton Hill Primary School

Dorothy Stringer High School

Downs View Link College

Elm Grove Primary School

Greater Brighton  

Metropolitan College

2018 
June ‘Believe That’ a film 
about Team Santos playing 
in Porto plays to three  
sell-out audiences at The 
Duke of York’s cinema in 
Brighton

October Team Santos play 
in the World Championships 
for Down’s syndrome 
athletes in Madeira. They 
win team bronze

November Amine makes 
the opening speech at 
the Council of Europe’s 
conference – Integration 
through Sport

2012
Summer 
Ping! Brighton & Hove 
outdoor tables are 
put up across the 
city: BTTC organises 
events during the 
 summer and 
continues to do  
so to this day

Summer
BTTC takes 50 young 
people to watch table 
tennis at the London 
Olympics 

2013 
December
Our first session 
with Grace Eyre for 
adults with learning 
disabilities 

2014 
Awards
We are awarded 
Club of the Year 
at the Brighton & 
Hove Council Sports 
Awards

2015 
January Caroline 
Lucas MP visits the 
BTTC to turn on 
crowdfunded lights

January  Hoang 
Nguyen is the first 
asylum seeker 
referred to BTTC 

July We get the keys 
to the our new home 
at the Fitzherbert’s 
Centre 

September The first 
50+ sessions begin 

2017 
May We receive Sport England 
funding for our refugee work.

March Completion of a major 
refurbishment of the club

June We deliver our first table 
tennis coaching session in a 
prison at HMP High Down 

August Beginning of The BT 
Supporter’s Club Children in 
Care project and Comic Relief 
Levelling the Field project 
supporting women in the 
community 

September  Jeremy Corbyn  
visits  the club

October BTTC gives a talk to 
1,500 people at TedX Brighton 

October We bring back gold  
in the men’s doubles from  
the World Championships for  
Down’s syndrome athletes

2016 
May The club is awarded 
Sports Club of Sanctuary for 
its welcome to refugees

August BTTC makes the 
national press in a Guardian 
article about our work with 
young refugees

August BTTC holds its 
first session with Friends, 
Families and Travellers

September BTTC holds  
its first Ricochet plus 
session for people affected 
by cancer

Homewood College

Hove Park School

Moulsecoomb Primary School

Patcham High School

St Luke’s Primary School

St Mark’s Primary School

The Connected HUB

Varndean SchoolOUTREACH

Brooke Mead Extra Care  

Housing Scheme

First Base Day Centre

Hangleton Community Centre
HMP Downview

HMP High Down HMP Ford

King Alfred Leisure Centre

Mill View Hospital

Patching  
LodgeMacmillanSt David’s Hall,  

WhitehawkSussex University

T21 
The Clock Tower Sanctuary

Tinsley House Immigration  

Removal Centre
Voices in Exile

YMCA
PARTNER SESSIONS

Brighton Housing Trust

Brighton Women’s Centre

Friends, Families and  

TravellersGrace EyreTeam Domenica

A community  

working  

together

OUR TIMELINE

2014

2016

2007

2013
2012



Income from:
Donations and legacies
Charitable activities

Total income

Expenditure on:
Raising funds
Charitable activities

Total expenditure

Net movement in funds

Reconciliation of funds:
Total funds brought forward

Total funds carried forward

Unrestricted 
funds 2018

£
17,369

101,161

118,530

2,837
104,823

107,660

10,870

308

11,178

Restricted  
funds 2018

£
121,631

-

121,631

4,000
170,883

174,883

( 53,252 )

164,360

111,108

Total funds 
2018

£
139,000
101,161

240,161

6,837
275,706

282,543

42,382

164,668

122,286

Total funds 
2017

£
220,202

80,817

301,019

3,823
148,787

152,610

148,409

16,259

164,668

 “I am keen to place on record 
our thanks for the level of 
commitment and patience 
displayed by your coach 
Brandon Bennett who visits 
Brooke Mead and encourages 
our elderly folk here to 
enjoy playing tennis.

They speak about Brandon 
with kindness and affection 
and this is evident from my 
own observations here.

You can indeed be very proud 
of the difference he has 
made and his interaction 
for such a young person is 
impressive to say the least. 
Noel Sweeney, Manager,   
Brooke Mead

Statement of financial activities  For the year ended 31 March 2018

Funding
Thanks to funding from Dementia Action Alliance, BTTC is delivering 
sessions at Brooke Mead where our coaches teach table tennis to residents 
who have dementia.  Sessions are led by Brandon Bennett, aged 18. 

They speak 
about Brandon 
with kindness 
and affection

BRIGHTON TABLE TENNIS CLUB, A CHARITABLE INCORPORATED ORGANISATION REGISTERED NUMBER 1160103

THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

Recording Studios
www.miloco.co.uk

Staff, Coaches  
and Volunteers
Alexis Maryon
Amine Ishaq
Andrew Tonkin
Anna Brookes
Becky Hewlett
Billy Keegan
Brandon Bennett 
Caleb Yule
Cedric Scrivani
Charlie Rudling
Chris O’Flinn
Farhad Barakzai
Francesco Fassari
Gary Vidgeon
Geralyn Meyler
Harry Fairchild
Iain George
Ian Fowlds
John Scatchard
Julie Fisher-Jane
Leon Mason
Lucas Bradbury 
Lucie Fairchild
Matthew Johnson
Nick Kreel
Pedro Santos
Pippa Hodge 
Rachel Kupper
Raffaela Kurz
Sarah Cope

Sandie Clark
Teresa Bennett
Tim Holtam
Wasim Alyousef
Wen Wei Xu

Funders
Comic Relief
Dementia Action  
Alliance
Home Office
Johnnie Johnson Trust
Ministry of Housing, 
Communities and  
Local Government
Sport England
Sussex Community  
Foundation
The Big Lottery
The Chalk Cliff Trust
Timothy Martin - Jenkins
Tudor Trust

Trustees
Bill Randall
Harry McCarney
Linda Beanlands
Madeleine Rudge
Martin Tothill
Pete Castleton
Pete West
Tony Tregear (Chair)

Contact us
The Fitzherbert’s Centre, 36 Upper Bedford Street, Kemptown, Brighton, BN2 1JP

Telephone: 01273 670145 

email: info@brightontabletennisclub.com

www.brightontabletennisclub.co.uk

 /brightonttc

 @BCTTC1

We have too many volunteers to list them all but their 
support is invaluable to the club, thank you

With special thanks to Alexis Maryon for all the photography 
in this report and to Louise Willers for the design.  

All images copyright Alexis Maryon

“He’s not a bad kid  
really, he just needs  
a bit of ping pong  
in his life
Leon Mason, BTTC Coach




